GUIDELINES FOR PROCLAIMERS OF THE WORD
For nearly sixty years the Church has encouraged the active participation in liturgical ministry by lay people (cf. Sacrosanctum Concilium 29), that ministry in its correct function and exercise requires piety, reverent practice and training. With the issuing of the Apostolic Letter Aperuit Illis (2019) by Pope Francis ‘the importance of the ministry of the proclamation of the Word in the liturgy’ (N.3) is recognised afresh and he puts forward a number of ways that this is to be achieved.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
In accordance with the documents of the Church and the norms given therein to develop and maintain the highest standards in: 
a) the proclamation of the word of Scripture in liturgical celebrations 
b) the reverence and understanding due to that word by both those who proclaim and those who hear the following

guidelines are offered to priests and deacons to assist them in the oversight and to achieve best practice of parish ministers of the Word.
1. Suitable persons are to be identified as ‘Proclaimers of the Word’. (1)
2. Those identified are to receive appropriate formation in the sacred Scriptures, liturgy and the practical matters of proclaiming the Word of God. (2)
3. Those dedicated and blessed as Proclaimers of the Word are to be helped with spiritual direction to deepen their own understanding, reverence and devotion towards the sacred Scriptures. (3)
4. The names of those commissioned as Proclaimers of the Word should be recorded in the parish in which they are to function. (4)
5. Those commissioned as Proclaimers of the Word are to have the opportunity to renew their commitment to this ministry annually. (5)
6. Those commissioned as Proclaimers of the Word are to attend at least an annual day of prayer and as far as possible other meetings arranged in the parish, deanery or diocese for the personal spiritual and scriptural knowledge development of proclaimers of the Word.
7. The appointment of Proclaimers of the Word is to assist the priest(s) and deacon(s) of the specific parish in which they are dedicated and blessed. When a Proclaimer of the Word moves from one parish to another he or she would not automatically continue as a Proclaimer of the Word in the new parish. 

General principles.

1. The Proclaimer of the Word may carry the Book of the Gospels in the Entry Procession in the absence of a Deacon. The Lectionary is never carried in procession.

2. Proclaimers of the Word should not be vested in any form or way.

3. No proclaimer of the Word should be expected to proclaim a Reading or prayer intention without due notice and sufficient time for prayerful and practical preparation.

4. Proclaimers of the Word should be encouraged to pray the Sunday readings in advance of reading through schemes such as the St. Beuno’s Outreach weekly Prego leaflets, Bible Alive, Lectio Divina, etc. This may best be done as a group activity as least with other Proclaimers of the Word but open to other parishioners too.
5. In the absence of a deacon proclaimers of the Word can read the intentions for prayer in the Universal Prayer or General Intercessions.
6. Proclaimers of the Word who also have another ministry are not to exercise two ministries within the same liturgical celebration.

7. Readings are to be proclaimed from the Lectionary NOT a personal Sunday Missal, parish booklet or Mass sheet.

Notes
(1) At the risk of stating the obvious they should be able to read and also audibly, intelligibly and intelligently. The same criteria apply to adults and children.
(2) An initial training course might reasonably consist of five two-hour sessions and include at least an introduction to the Old and New Testaments and an appreciation of the different nature and genre of the books of the Bible; Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word and its place within the whole celebration of the Liturgy; Preparation for proclaiming the Sunday readings; Public speaking and microphone technique. 
(3) Proclaimers of the Word and their Dedication and Blessing are not to be confused with Ministry of Reader or Lector and their institution.

(4) & (5) Dedication and blessing of Proclaimers of the Word might reasonably be on the Sunday of the Word (Third Sunday of Ordinary Time).
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