COMMISSIONING OF AND RENEWAL OF
 MINISTERS OF THE WORD
Introduction

The word of God, as proclaimed in the sacred Scripture, lies at the heart of our Christian life and is integral to all our liturgical celebrations.

This order is not for the Institution of Readers/Lectors a rite reserved for use by the bishop and to be found in the Roman Pontifical.
This is a blessing of parish Ministers of the Word who have the responsibility and privilege of proclaiming the Scriptures at Mass and other liturgical services. (cf. General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) 101 & 352. Celebrating the Mass (CtW) 41-42.
It may be appropriate to present the new minister of the word with a lectionary or appropriate book of Scripture.

The blessings might be used most appropriately on the Sunday of the Word of God (celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time).
Used on a Sunday and before a congregation draws attention to the dignity and importance of a right proclamation of the word in the liturgy of the Church.

The blessing follows the Homily and explanation of the Ministry, its purpose and reason. 

Order of Blessing

After having invited forward by name those to be dedicated and blessed as Ministers of the Word and standing before him, the priest says:

Dear friends in Christ,

Our brothers and sisters are to be entrusted with proclaiming the Sacred Scriptures in the Liturgy of the Word of the Church’s Rites.  The word of God, proclaimed in the sacred Scriptures enlightens our minds and hearts evoking a response in faith and love. The ministry of reader is important therefore, for what they proclaim in nothing less than God’s living word. They also are in the absence of a Deacon to announce the intentions for prayer in the Universal Prayer or Prayer of the Faithful.
Addressing the ministers to-be 

In this ministry you are to be examples of Christian living in faith and conduct, you must strive to grow in holiness through study, reflection and prayer on the Holy Scriptures, remembering that through the hearing of your proclamation of the word others will come to holiness and life in Christ, for the Lord himself said, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it.’ (Luke 11:28). And so I ask you:
Do you undertake this ministry of proclaiming the sacred scriptures in the liturgy to serve and build up the Church?
R/.
I am

Do you undertake to proclaim the readings of the liturgy only after preparation and with care and reverence?
R/.
I am

Do you undertake to continue to study and pray (with others) to deepen your understanding of the Word, your ability to read it well and for it to grow within you as the source of eternal life?
R/.
 I am

Do you undertake to take part in at least annually some on-going scripture study/formation and prayerful reflection?
R/.
I am

Prayer of Blessing.

Everlasting God

when he read in the synagogue at Nazareth,

your Son proclaimed the good news of salvation
for which he would give up his life.

Bless + these Ministers of the Word.

As they proclaim your words of life,

strengthen their faith

that they may read with conviction and boldness, 

and put into practice what they read.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Profession of Faith

Universal Prayer/Intercessions
(These or similar can be used in their entirety or in part).
Deacon or Minister of the Word:
For the Church, that we may continue to respond to the word of God which is proclaimed in our midst,

Lord in your mercy

R/. Hear our prayer.

For all who listen as the Scriptures are proclaimed, that God’s word may find in them a fruitful field,

Lord in your mercy

R/. Hear our prayer.

For those who have not heard the message of Christ, that we may be willing to bring to them the good news of salvation,

Lord in your mercy

R/. Hear our prayer.

For our ministers of the word, that with deep faith and confident voice they may announce God’s saving word,

Lord in your mercy

R/. Hear our prayer.
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