Celebrate the 12 Days of Christmas in Scripture.

25" December - Christmas Day

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,
butin these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all
things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
Hebrews 1:1-4

26'" December - St Stephen, the first Martyr

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people.
Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and
of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and
disputed with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he
was speaking. Acts 6:8-10



27" December - St John, Apostle and Evangelist
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That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life -
the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the
eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us - that which we have seen
and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing
these things so that our joy may be complete. 7 John 1:1-4

28" December - The Holy Family

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in
the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish
one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs to God. Colossians 3:12-16



29" December - St Thomas Becket, Bishop, Martyr

Adispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. And
he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority
over them are called benefactors. But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you
become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For who is the greater, one who
reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But | am among
you as the one who serves. Luke 22:24-27

30" December - Sixth day within the Octave of Christmas

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was
advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and
then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping
with fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give

thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
Luke 2:36-38



315t December - Seventh day within the Octave of Christmas

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him
is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie
and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 7 John 1:5-7

1st January - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, ‘Abba! Father! So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir,
through God. Galatians 4:4-7



2" January - Memorial of SS. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops, Doctors.
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So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What
do you say about yourself?” He said, ‘| am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“‘Make straight the way of the Lord™, as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from
the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptising if you are neither the Messiah,
nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptise with water. Among you stands
one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; | am not worthy to untie the thong
of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptising.

John 1:23-28

3 January - Most Holy Name of Jesus

And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure
that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him. See what kind of love the
Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason
why the world does not know us is thatit did not know him. Beloved, we are God's
children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears
we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 1 John 2:28-3:2



4t January - Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.

They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers

of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who willshepherd my people Israel.

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star
had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may come and worship him.” After
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshipped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
Matthew 2:1-12



5t January - Twelfth day of Christmas

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death for ever.

Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.

It will be said on that day,

Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Isaiah 25:6-10a



